
REQUEST FOR HISTORIC AND SCENIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTION 
 

MASONIC TEMPLE ASSOCIATION OF REDLANDS, INC., APPLICANT 
 
PUBLIC HEARING to consider Historic Resource Designation No. 137 – A 
request to consider a recommendation to the City Council for a nomination for 
designation as a Local Historic Resource of a two-story brick building utilized as 
the Redlands Masonic Lodge located at 131 Cajon Street (APN: 0171-301-02-
0000).  This application is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental Quality 
Act Guidelines.  

 
HISTORIC AND SCENIC PRESERVATION MEETING: OCTOBER 7, 2021 
 
 
Planner: Loralee Farris, Principal Planner  
 

PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1. Chairperson declares the meeting open as a public hearing. 
2. Chairperson calls upon staff for report. 
3. Chairperson calls for questions/comments from members of the Commission. 
4. Chairperson calls upon applicant, or its representative, for comments/testimony. 
5. Chairperson calls for comments/questions/testimony from members of the 

public (3 minutes per speaker). 
6. Chairperson calls upon the applicant, or representative, for rebuttal comments 

(5 minutes). 
7. Chairperson closes the public hearing. 
8. Commission considers the motion(s) and votes. 

 
SYNOPSIS 
 
1. Historic Designation: The property contains an existing 14,911 square-foot multi-

tenant commercial building, historically used as the Redlands 
Masonic Lodge. The building is two stories, with a partial third 
story, and has a brick exterior.   

 
2. Existing Land Use: The primary tenant is the Redlands Masonic Lodge.  Smaller 

suites within the building are used to a variety of office uses.    
 
3. Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission submittal dates: 
 

(A) Date Submitted:     September 22, 2021 
(B) Date Accepted as Complete:   September 23, 2021 
(C) Historic and Scenic Preservation 

Commission Meeting:    October 7, 2021 
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4. Attachments: A. Aerial Location Map  
B.  Proposed DPR Forms 
C.  Supporting Historic Documentation 
D.  Resolution No. 2021-13 

 
BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL 
 
The original building, constructed in 1909, was a 50’ x 125’ building constructed by Fred 
T. Harris and the Taylor Brothers brick contractors. The building is primarily two stories, 
with a partial third story, and it has been previously modified.  In 1935, a one-story addition 
was added to the front and back of the building, expanding the dining room and adding a 
small stage and additional office space.  The building represents one of the oldest 
commercial buildings in the City of Redlands that is still in use by the same organization 
that commissioned its original construction.  The property owner, the Masonic Temple 
Association of Redlands, is requesting nomination of the building by the Historic and 
Scenic Preservation Commission, and designation of the structure by the City Council as 
a local historic resource.  The historic designation would promote and encourage the long-
term preservation of this valuable historic resource.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Designation as Historic Resource 
 
RMC Section 2.62.180 provides that any person or group may request the nomination 
and designation of a resource by submitting an application to the Historic & Scenic 
Preservation Commission. A nominated or designated resource may include single 
structures or sites, portions of structures, urban design features, manmade or natural 
landscape elements, or works of art that are aged 50 years or older. 
 
Following the designation of the historic resource, any exterior alterations, demolition, 
moving of the structure, or other permanent change to the property will require future 
review by City staff and Commission, and will be subject to the provisions of RMC Chapter 
2.26 (Application for Certificate of Appropriateness).  
 
The criteria set forth in RMC Section 2.62.170 are used to determine if the nominated 
resource is significant. Based on the records and documents available, for 131 Cajon 
Street, staff recommends that the subject property satisfies the following criteria for 
designation. 
 
1) Section 2.62.170(C):  “It is strongly identified with a person or persons who 

significantly contributed to the culture, history or development of the city.” 
 

The subject property meets this criterion.  The Redlands Masonic Lodge are an 
organization that have notably contributed to the culture, history or development 
of the City.  The initial origins of Redlands Lodge No. 300 began when Redlands 
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Citrograph editor, Scipio Craig, published a notice in his paper in 1887 asking East 
San Bernardino Valley men to register at this office if they were interested in 
forming a lodge. The organization has met in Redlands since 1890 and constructed 
the subject building, where they still meet, in in 1909.  On June 12, 1909, the 
cornerstones of the new Masonic Temple was laid.  A parade took place for its 
dedication on February 28, 1910.   
 
In addition to Scipio Craig, some of the other notable members included Frank 
Meserve, a city mayor; George Hinckley, city superintendent of parks and water; 
H.P.D Kingsbury, a citrus grower, former mayor, and school board member; and 
Albert E. Taylor and Harold Taylor, owners of a notable brickyard in Redlands; and 
Paul W. Moore, early owner of the Daily Facts newspaper and the namesake of 
Moore Middle School.  The Masons are noted in newspaper articles as being 
community-oriented and have been involved in fundraisers and events that have 
directly benefitted the community during their 131 year tenure in the City.   

 
3)         Section 2.62.170(D):  “It is one of the few remaining examples in the city possessing 

distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen.” 
 

The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge represents 
one of the oldest buildings in the City that is still used and operated by the original 
organization that commissioned its construction in 1909. The building utilizes brick 
construction, accented with stone and concrete with rusticated quoins accenting 
the front corners of the building and adorns the words “Masonic Temple” engraved 
in large letters on a stone section above the entry. The brickwork contains a band 
of articulated dental work, below the roof molding.  The design and brick material 
utilized for the building distinguish it as part of the downtown core of the City.  While 
many institutional resources were constructed in Redlands during this early 
development period of the City, few of them remain; resulting in the Masonic 
Temple as being one of the few remaining examples.   
 

4)       Section 2.62.170(I):  “It is a particularly good example of a period or style.”   
 
 The subject property meets this criterion.  The Redlands Masonic Lodge is 

consistent with the City’s Historic Context Statement theme of “Early Development 
of Redlands (1867-1913)”, which includes club/organizational buildings associated 
with Redlands’ earliest patterns of institutional development.  The property retains 
its historic association with Redlands Lodge No. 300, and also retains its integrity 
of location, design, and feeling.  While the building has been modified, which 
additions to the front and rear occurring in 1935, these additions have gained 
historic significance in their own right.  Minor modifications, such as window 
change-outs appear to have occurred over time, however, the majority of the 
features that illustrate its original style and appearance in terms of massing, 
proportions, and design are still in-tact and the building remains easily 
recognizable and retains the features that characterized its appearance during its 
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historical period.   The building also earned a Heritage Award from the Redlands 
Area Historic Society in 1984 as a good example of local architecture that has been 
maintained in good condition.   

   
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
The proposed nomination and designation is exempt from the requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3).  Section 
15061(b)(3) is referred as the “general rule” and applies to those projects where it is seen 
with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant 
effect on the environment. The proposed application is limited to the historic designation 
of the property located 131 Cajon Street as a historic resource, and will in no way result 
in a significant effect on the environment. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based on the analysis above, staff recommends that the Historic & Scenic Preservation 
Commission make a recommendation to the City Council that the Redlands Masonic 
Lodge be nominated and designated as a Historic Resource in accordance with Section 
2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code. 
 
MOTION 
 
If the Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission deems it appropriate, staff recommends 
the following motion. 
 

Historic Resource Designation: 
 

“I move to adopt Resolution No. 2021-13, determining that the designation of a 
historic resource is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) (General Rule), and to nominate and recommend 
that the City Council designate the Redlands Masonic Lodge located at 131 Cajon 
Street to be eligible to become a Historic Resource in accordance with Chapter 
2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code.” 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-13 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC AND SCENIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF REDLANDS RECOMMENDING 
APPROVAL OF HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION NO. 137 FOR 
THE BUILDING REFERED TO AS THE REDLANDS MASONIC LODGE 
LOCATED AT 131 CAJON STREET (APN: 0171-301-02-0000). 

 
WHEREAS, the Masonic Temple Association of Redlands, Inc. has submitted an 

application for Historic Resource Designation No. 137 for an 14,911 square-foot multi-
tenant commercial building, historically used as the Redlands Masonic Lodge. The 
building is two stories, with a partial third story towards the rear, and has a brick and stone 
exterior, located at 131 Cajon Street.  

 
WHEREAS, notice of this Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission public 

hearing for the Project was duly published in the Redlands Daily Facts by the Secretary 
to the Commission; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on October 7, 2021, the Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission 

held a public hearing and considered the staff report, oral report, the testimony and the 
written evidence submitted by and on behalf of the applicant and by members of the 
public; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Public Resources Code Section 15061(b)(3) (General Rule) provides 

for exemption from environmental review in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act, and the project qualifies for this exemption; and,  
 

WHEREAS, following the public hearing for the Historic Resource Designation the 
Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission determined that approval of the requested 
Historic Resource would be in the best interests of the public health, safety, and general 
welfare. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HISTORIC AND SCENIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF REDLANDS AS FOLLOWS:  

 
Section 1.  The Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission recommends to the 

City Council that the proposed project is Exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act per Section 15061(b)(3), and there is no substantial evidence of any 
potentially significant impacts. The proposed application is limited to the historic 
designation of the property located 131 Cajon Street as a historic resource, and will in no 
way result in a significant effect on the environment. 

 
Section 2.  The Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission nominates the 

property at 131 Cajon Street to be eligible to become a Historic Resource, pursuant to 
Section 2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code. 

 
Section 3.  The Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission recommends that 
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the City Council designate the property located at 440 Oriental Avenue as a Historic 
Resource pursuant to Section 2.62 of the Redlands Municipal Code based on the 
following criterion: 

 
A. Section 2.62.170(C):  “It is strongly identified with a person or persons who 

significantly contributed to the culture, history or development of the city.” 
 

The subject property meets this criterion.  The Redlands Masonic Lodge 
are an organization that have notably contributed to the culture, history or 
development of the City.  The initial origins of Redlands Lodge No. 300 
began when Redlands Citrograph editor, Scipio Craig, published a notice in 
his paper in 1887 asking East San Bernardino Valley men to register at this 
office if they were interested in forming a lodge. The organization has met 
in Redlands since 1890 and constructed the subject building, where they 
still meet, in in 1909.  On June 12, 1909, the cornerstones of the new 
Masonic Temple was laid.  A parade took place for its dedication on 
February 28, 1910.   
 
In addition to Scipio Craig, some of the other notable members included 
Frank Meserve, a city mayor; George Hinckley, city superintendent of parks 
and water; H.P.D Kingsbury, a citrus grower, former mayor, and school 
board member; and Albert E. Taylor and Harold Taylor, owners of a notable 
brickyard in Redlands; and Paul W. Moore, early owner of the Daily Facts 
newspaper and the namesake of Moore Middle School.  The Masons are 
noted in newspaper articles as being community-oriented and have been 
involved in fundraisers and events that have directly benefitted the 
community during their 131 year tenure in the City.   

 
B. Section 2.62.170(D):  “It is one of the few remaining examples in the city 

possessing distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or 
specimen.” 

 
The subject property meets this criterion. The Redlands Masonic Lodge 
represents one of the oldest buildings in the City that is still used and 
operated by the original organization that commissioned its construction 
in 1909. The building utilizes brick construction, accented with stone and 
concrete with rusticated quoins accenting the front corners of the building 
and adorns the words “Masonic Temple” engraved in large letters on a 
stone section above the entry. The brickwork contains a band of 
articulated dental work, below the roof molding.  The design and brick 
material utilized for the building distinguish it as part of the downtown core 
of the City.  While many institutional resources were constructed in 
Redlands during this early development period of the City, few of them 
remain; resulting in the Masonic Temple as being one of the few remaining 
examples.   
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C. Section 2.62.170(I):  “It is a particularly good example of a period or style.”   
 

The subject property meets this criterion.  The Redlands Masonic Lodge is 
consistent with the City’s Historic Context Statement theme of “Early 
Development of Redlands (1867-1913)”, which includes 
club/organizational buildings associated with Redlands’ earliest patterns of 
institutional development.  The property retains its historic association with 
Redlands Lodge No. 300, and also retains its integrity of location, design, 
and feeling.  While the building has been modified, which additions to the 
front and rear occurring in 1935, these additions have gained historic 
significance in their own right.  Minor modifications, such as window 
change-outs appear to have occurred over time, however, the majority of 
the features that illustrate its original style and appearance in terms of 
massing, proportions, and design are still in-tact and the building remains 
easily recognizable and retains the features that characterized its 
appearance during its historical period.   The building also earned a 
Heritage Award from the Redlands Area Historic Society in 1984 as a good 
example of local architecture that has been maintained in good condition.   

 
Section 4. This Resolution is effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this 7th day of October, 2021. 

 
 
 
 

________________________________                                                                 
 
Kurt Heidelberg, Historic and Scenic 
Preservation Commission Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________                                                                                     
Linda McCasland, Secretary to the Commission 
 
 
 
I, Linda McCasland, Historic and Scenic Preservation Commission Secretary of the City 
of Redlands, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the Historic 
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and Scenic Preservation Commission at a regular meeting thereof held on the 7th day of 
October, 2021. 
 
 
AYES: 

NOES:  

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

 

__________________________ 
Linda McCasland, Historic and 
Scenic Preservation Commission 
Secretary 
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