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5.0 Environmental Impact Analysis 
Chapter 5 examines the environmental setting of the Project, analyzes its effects and the significance of its 
impacts, and recommends mitigation measures to reduce or avoid impacts. This chapter has a separate 
section for each environmental issue area that was determined to need further study in the Draft EIR. This 
scope was determined in the Initial Study and Notice of Preparation (NOP), which was published September 
1, 2021, and through public and agency comments received during the NOP comment period that ended on 
September 30, 2021 (see Appendix A). Environmental issues and their corresponding sections are: 

5.1 Aesthetics  
5.2 Air Quality 

5.9 Land Use and Planning 
5.10 Noise 

5.3 Cultural Resources 5.11 Population and Housing 
5.4 Energy 
5.5 Geology and Soils 
5.6 Greenhouse Gas 
5.7 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
5.8 Hydrology and Water Quality 

5.12 Public Services 
5.13 Recreation 
5.14 Transportation 
5.15 Tribal Cultural Resources 
5.16 Utilities and Service Systems 
 

 
This Draft EIR evaluates the direct and indirect impacts resulting from the planning, construction, and 
operations of the Project. Under CEQA, EIRs are intended to focus their discussion on significant impacts and 
may limit discussion of other impacts to a brief explanation of why the impacts are not significant.  

Format of Environmental Topic Sections 
Each environmental topic section generally includes the following main subsections:  

• Introduction: This describes the purpose of analysis for the environmental topic and referenced 
documents used to complete the analysis. This subsection may define terms used.  

• Regulatory Setting: This subsection describes applicable federal, state, and local plans, policies, 
and regulations that the Project must address and may affect its implementation. 

• Environmental Setting: This subsection describes the existing physical environmental conditions 
(environmental baseline) related to the environmental topic being analyzed.  

• Thresholds of Significance: This subsection sets forth the thresholds of significance (significance 
criteria) used to determine whether impacts are “significant.” The thresholds of significance used to 
assess the significant of impacts are based on those provided in Appendix G of the CEQA 
Guidelines. 

• Methodology: This subsection provides a description of the methods used to analyze the impact and 
determine whether it would be significant or less than significant. 

• Environmental Impacts: This subsection provides an analysis of the impact statements for each 
identified significance threshold. The analysis of each impact statement is organized as follows: 

o A statement of the CEQA threshold being analyzed,  
o The Draft EIR’s conclusion as to the significance of the impact. 
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o An impact assessment that evaluates the changes to the physical environment that would 
result from the Project. 

o An identification of significance comparing identified impacts of the Project to the 
significance threshold with implementation of existing regulations, prior to implementation 
of any required mitigation. 

• Cumulative Impacts: This subsection describes the potential cumulative impacts that would occur 
from the Project’s environmental effects in combination with other cumulative projects (See Table 4-
8). 

• Existing Regulations and Regulatory Requirements. A list of applicable laws and regulations that 
would reduce potentially significant impacts. 

• Level of Significance Before Mitigation. A determination of the significance of the impacts after 
the application of applicable existing regulations and regulatory requirements. 

• Mitigation Measures. For each impact determined to be potentially significant after the application 
of applicable laws and regulations, feasible mitigation measure(s) to be implemented are provided. 
Mitigation measures include enforceable actions to: 

o avoid a significant impact; 
o minimize the severity of a significant impact; 
o rectify an impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the effected physical 

environment; 
o reduce or eliminate the impact over time through preservation and/or maintenance 

operations during the life of the project; and/or 
o compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environmental 

conditions. 

• Level of Significance after Mitigation. This section provides the determination of the impact’s level 
of significance after the application of regulations, regulatory requirements, and mitigation 
measures.  

Impact Significance Classifications   
The below classifications are used throughout the impact analysis in this Draft EIR to describe the level of 
significance of environmental impacts. Although the criteria for determining significance are different for 
each topic area, the environmental analysis applies a uniform classification of the impacts based on 
definitions consistent with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines. 

• No Impact. The Project would not change the environment. 
• Less Than Significant. The Project would not cause any substantial, adverse change in the 

environment. 
• Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Draft EIR includes mitigation measures that 

avoid substantial adverse impacts on the environment. 
• Significant and Unavoidable. The Project would cause a substantial adverse effect on the 

environment, and no feasible mitigation measures are available to reduce the impact to a less than 
significant level. 


