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DATE: July 6, 2023

TO: Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission

THROUGH: Brian Desatnik, Development Services Director

FROM: Brian Foote, City Planner/Planning Manager

SUBJECT: Nomination to National Register for property at 440 Oriental Avenue

The property owner of the historic “City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse” located
at 440 Oriental Avenue (Attachment A) has prepared and submitted a National Register
nomination to the State Historical Resources Commission. The California DPR Office of
Historic Preservation has scheduled the nomination for a public hearing in Sacramento on
August 4, 2023, and has invited comments from the City of Redlands and Historic & Scenic
Preservation Commission.

BACKGROUND

The “City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse,” also known locally as the Rondor
Building, is locally designated as Historic Resource No. 134. In recent years, the property has
been successfully restored and adaptively reused for beer manufacturing operations and
ancillary restaurant by Escape Craft Brewery.

The nomination form (Attachment C) was prepared by Architectural Resources Group, a local
firm with qualified architects and architectural historians. The summary paragraph includes
the statement, “Constructed in 1906, the building was designed as a trolley barn, but
principally used as a house goods warehouse for the City Transfer and Storage Company.
The building is a rare remaining example of an early 20" century storage company
warehouse in Redlands. It retains all aspects of historic integrity.” Further analysis provided in
the nomination states, “It therefore retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association” as well as integrity of location and setting.



RECOMMENDATION

The Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission may, but is not required to, provide
comments to the State Historical Resources Commission regarding the nomination. If the
Commission deems it appropriate, a draft letter of support addressed to the State Historical
Resources Commission is provided with this memorandum. In addition, a similar letter of
support addressed to the National Park Service (National Register) is also attached.

Attachments:
A. Location Map & Aerial Photo
B. OHP Letter of May 31, 2023
C. National Register Nomination Form
D-1. Letter of Support to Office of Historic Preservation
D-2. Letter of Support to National Park Service



Copyright nearmap 2015

Location Map

This map was produced by the City of Redlands,
Geographic Information System.

The City of Redlands assumes no warranty or
legal responsibility for the information contained
on this map.

The data used to generate this map is dynamic
in nature, therefore the information shown may
or may not be the most current.
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Aerial Photo

This map was produced by the City of Redlands,
Geographic Information System.

The City of Redlands assumes no warranty or
legal responsibility for the information contained
on this map.

The data used to generate this map is dynamic
in nature, therefore the information shown may
or may not be the most current.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB Control No. 1024-0018

City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse San Bernardino CA

Name of Property County and State

As more American settlers arrived in the San Bernardino Valley during the 1850s, ‘60s, and
“70s, the Redlands area was developed with new roads, water systems, and farms and ranches.
Agriculture proved to be particularly productive, with many farmers growing a variety of crops
including walnuts, apricots, peaches, oranges, and wine and raisin grapes.*

Early Development of Redlands

The City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse was constructed during a period of intense
development and growth in Redlands. The 1869 completion of the transcontinental railroad and
the resulting spread of rail networks throughout the West was pivotal in the early modern
development of Southern California. The famous fare war between the Southern Pacific and
Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railroads led to a land speculation boom and population influx
throughout the region in the late 1880s, and the Redlands area was no exception.’

Redlands was particularly well-equipped to accommodate the population increase it experienced
during the late 19" century. It already had a townsite, well-funded founders, and an established
water system when the boom hit. In 1887, it gained another valuable asset when newsman Scipio
Craig established The Citrograph and used the newspaper to promote the town. Within three
months of the 1887 townsite platting, nearly 40 businesses had opened, most in a commercial
core centered around Orange Avenue and State Street.® Between the years of 1888 and 1891,
Redlands was newly incorporated and busily building its infrastructure and citizenry. Railways
and other regional trolley networks opened Redlands to Los Angeles and other national
destinations, which had an immediate impact on increasing tourism and spurring residential land
sales in the area. The population in Redlands more than tripled between 1890 and 1930, from
4,797 to 14,177.7

Many Easterners and Midwesterners were drawn to the warm, dry climate of Redlands, some
hoping for health benefits for conditions like tuberculosis, and others seeking respite from the
cold, harsh winters of the East Coast and Midwest. The Smiley brothers, millionaires from New
York, were among the early residents who settled into a 200-acre hillside tract, now known as
Smiley Heights, and are credited with influencing other wealthy individuals to choose Redlands
for their seasonal or permanent residency.®

The regional expansion boom fueled by the railroad fare war of the late 1880s had a direct effect
on the industrial landscape of Redlands. Between 1900 and 1908, the number of industrial
properties in the city doubled. The industrial district spanned the central part of the city from 10™
Street on the east to Texas Street on the west, with development tapering off towards the west

4 Ibid, 17.

? Architectural Resources Group, City of Redlands Citywide Historic Context Statement, 18-19.

¢ Emerson Nelson, Onfy One Redlands (Redlands: Redlands Community Music Association, 1963), 69, in
Architectural Resources Group, City of Redlands Citywide Historic Context Statement, 20.

" Architectural Resources Group, City of Redlands Citywide Historic Context Statement, 23.

¥ Ibid, 22.
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July 6, 2023 DRAFT

State Historic Resources Commission

c/o Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer
California Department of Parks & Recreation

Office of Historic Preservation

1725 23 Street, Suite 100

Sacramento, CA 95816-7100

[via email to ‘calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov’]

Re: Letter of Support for the proposed Nomination to the National Register
Property located at 440 Oriental Avenue, Redlands, CA

Dear Historic Preservation Officer Polanco,

The City of Redlands is a Certified Local Government (CLG) pursuant to the rules and regulations of
the State Office of Historic Preservation. The Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission
(Commission) of the City of Redlands has reviewed the proposed nomination to the National Register
for the “City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse” located at 440 Oriental Avenue. The subject
property is locally designated as Historic Resource No. 134.

The Commission reviewed the proposed National Register nomination at its regularly scheduled
meeting on Thursday, July 6, 2023. The Commission considered the National Register of Historic
Places Nomination Form, testimony from the property owner, and any comments from interested
members of the public submitted on July 6, 2023. The Commission strongly supports the
recommendation and approval of the “City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse” for the
National Register of Historic Places. The subject property represents a significant contribution to the
preservation of the City’s historical, cultural, and architectural traditions.

If there are any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the city’s Historic

Preservation Officer, Brian Foote, at (909) 798-7562 or send an email to ‘bfoote@cityofredlands.org’.

Sincerely,

Kurt Heidelberg, M.A., M.S., Chair Steven Holm, M.A., Vice Chair
Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission
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National Park Service

c/o David Louter, Ph.D., Federal Preservation Officer
U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street NW

Mail Stop 7508

Washington, DC 20240

[via email to ‘david_louter@nps.gov’]

Re: Letter of Support for the proposed Nomination to the National Register
Property located at 440 Oriental Avenue, Redlands, California

Dear Federal Preservation Officer Louter,

The City of Redlands is a Certified Local Government (CLG) pursuant to the rules and regulations of
the California Office of Historic Preservation. The Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission
(Commission) of the City of Redlands has reviewed the proposed nomination to the National Register
for the “City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse” located at 440 Oriental Avenue. The subject
property is locally designated as Historic Resource No. 134.

The Commission reviewed the proposed National Register nomination at its regularly scheduled
meeting on Thursday, July 6, 2023. The Commission considered the National Register of Historic
Places Nomination Form, testimony from the property owner, and any comments from interested
members of the public submitted on July 6, 2023. The Commission strongly supports the
recommendation and approval of the “City Transfer and Storage Company Warehouse” for the
National Register of Historic Places. The subject property represents a significant contribution to the
preservation of the City’s historical, cultural, and architectural traditions.

If there are any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the city’s Historic

Preservation Officer, Brian Foote, at (909) 798-7562 or send an email to ‘bfoote@cityofredlands.org’.

Sincerely,

Kurt Heidelberg, M.A., M.S., Chair Steven Holm, M.A., Vice Chair
Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission Historic & Scenic Preservation Commission
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